First Day Exercise   Immigration and Nationality Law
Fall 2026

Instructions:  	
Answer these questions without conducting any legal research. Take notes on each hypothetical of three or four questions before  reaching a conclusion about the immigrant’s likelihood of being allowed to remain in the United States.
This is not a test of your actual knowledge. We will use the hypotheticals to explore the field and to introduce the topics in the course.

If you feel uncomfortable giving your opinion, you  can
 evaluate the questions from a public policy perspective. For example, you might ask yourself what the voters in a particular city or state would conclude about the immigration options for the person described. Or you might put yourself in the role of an economist thinking about U.S. job growth and planning for the workforce of the next few decades. You might answer the questions from the position of a close friend or relative of the immigrant described. The goal of the exercise is to introduce themes in the course.


Hypo 1 – The Dream Student
Miguel is 22. Miguel’s parents brought him to Nebraska from Mexico when he was four months old. He has lived in the United States ever since.
He graduated from high school, attended the University of Nebraska, and just finished his first year of law school.
He has never been arrested.
He has no memory of Mexico.
His parents remain undocumented.
A U.S. citizen wants to hire him after graduation.

Questions
· Should Miguel be allowed to stay permanently? Does the U.S. Constitution allow the removal of someone who has lived in the United States since he was an infant.
· Should Miguel be allowed to work?
· Should Miguel be eligible for naturalization – to become a U.S. citizen?
· Do you need more facts before you have an opinion about Miguel’s ability to live and work in the United States --What facts do you need?



Hypo 2 – The Surgeon
Dr. Patel is a renowned cardiac surgeon in her home country of India.
She has developed a procedure that dramatically lowers mortality rates in children.
A hospital in New York wants to hire her immediately.
Unfortunately, she has never been to the United States.
Dr. Patel is single and has no relatives in the United States.
Thousands of patients could benefit from her work.

Questions
Would you allow Dr. Patel to immigrate immediately, or would you insist on a temporary work authorization first?
If Dr. Patel has patents and awards documenting her extraordinary talent, is that relevant to your decision?
Are you concerned about harming the health care system in India or the United States if Dr. Patel and other physicians can cross borders to accept job offers?     



Hypo 3 – The Green Card Holder
Ahmed immigrated legally fifteen years ago from Syria. Most of his family died in the civil wars of the last fifteen years.
Ahmed owns a business and employs five U.S. workers.
He is married to a U.S. citizen.
He has three U.S. citizen children; all are under the age of 12.
Last year he pleaded guilty to possessing cocaine after police found a small amount of the drug in his backpack. He was searched after a legitimate traffic stop.
He served no jail time and completed a drug awareness course.
ICE has started removal proceedings against Ahmed.

Questions
Should Ahmed be deported?
Does the amount of the drugs involved in the arrest and conviction matter?
Should his removal be stopped due to hardship to his spouse or minor children?
Who should make the decision about the ability of Ahmed to remain in the United States: 1) an ICE officer or 2) the immigration judge?     



Hypo 4 – The Marriage
Sofia entered on a tourist visa. She was authorized to remain for 180 days.
She met an American six months later.
They married.
She never left.
They have been married for four years and have a child.
Her status expired more than 4 years ago.

Questions
Can Sofia’s husband sponsor her to remain in the United States?
Should marriage erase the consequence of overstaying her approved tourist status?
What additional facts matter to your assessment?
Is your response different if Sofia entered the country surreptitiously (e.g., she crosses the Canadian U.S. border by walking across a frozen river)?


Hypo 5 – The Soldier
Ishar served with U.S. forces overseas for five years as an interpreter. He is fluent in Farsi and Pashto. 
He saved several American soldiers during combat in Afghanistan.
When the Taliban resumed control of Afghanistan, he entered the United States with an official “humanitarian parole.” This is a document issued by the federal government.
Two years later, Ishar was arrested in Virginia, after getting into a bar fight.
Ishar pleads guilty to misdemeanor assault.
The government seeks to remove him.

Questions
Should military service matter?
Should one conviction matter?
Would your answer change if the victim  in the bar fight suffered serious injuries?



Hypo 6 – The Billionaire--Scotty
A billionaire entrepreneur wants to move to the United States.
Scotty promises to invest $50 million and create 600 jobs.
She has no family here.
She has never lived here.
Should she receive preference over:
· refugees?
· scientists?
· family members?
· farmworkers?
What type of proof would you require about the source of funds and the length of the investment?



Hypo 7 – The Refugee
Lina is a journalist.
She publicly criticized her country’s government.
She was arrested twice in her home country. She was detained for approximately two months each time.
After release, she continued writing. Stressed by her experiences, she fled.
She passed safely through three countries before reaching the U.S.
She did not seek protection anywhere else because she wanted to join her sister in New York. Her sister is a foreign student studying journalism.

Questions
Should Lina qualify for protection?
Does it matter that Lina was safe in other countries?



Hypo 8 – The Grandmother
Maria is 79.
She entered without inspection thirty years ago.
She raised three grandchildren after their parents died.
All three are now U.S. citizens.
She has diabetes and early dementia.
ICE arrested her at a subway stop.


Questions
Should Maria be removed?
Who should decide if Maria can stay?
Maria has no insurance and never had legal status so she has no social security funds.



Open thoughts:
Imagine you were asked to pick a top priority for U.S. immigration. Assume Congress will agree with you and create a special allocation of 25,000 visas for this group. How would you determine who qualifies for the special allocation? Would you make the allocation a temporary or permanent visa to the United States?
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