CRIMMIGRATION, CRISIS, AND CONFLICT SYLLABUS
PROFESSOR JULIET STUMPF
SPRING 2026
Wednesday 1:20 PM - 3:15 PM 
Wood Hall, Lezak



Welcome to Crimmigration, Crisis & Conflict! 

COURSE MATERIALS: 

César Cuauhtémoc García Hernández, CRIMMIGRATION LAW 2D ED.

You can access an e-version of the Immigration and Nationality Act here: http://www.uscis.gov/laws/act
Other than the Crimmigration Law text required for this course, all documents are posted in the Crimmigration Google Classroom for our class. 

RESOURCES (most on reserve):

The “Nutshell”: David Weissbrodt, IMMIGRATION LAW & PROCEDURE 
Richard A. Boswell, THE ESSENTIALS OF IMMIGRATION LAW 
Ira Kurzban, IMMIGRATION LAW SOURCEBOOK is oriented toward practitioners and gives a very detailed look at immigration law.

For current news and analysis:
ImmigrationProf Blog

ABOUT THE COURSE
This course addresses one of the most significant developments in criminal and immigration law in the modern era: the intersection of the immigration and criminal justice systems, or crimmigration. We explore the historical and contemporary relationship between the criminal justice system and immigration policing, focusing on how individuals seen as noncitizens of the United States are impacted by criminal law procedures, substantive criminal law, and the unique interplay between the deportation and criminal law apparatuses. 

The course delves into how crimmigration developed in line with the War on Drugs, the significance of criminal arrest and civil detention as means of social control, and the centrality of race and subordination in the implementation of crimmigration law. We explore federalism, the private-public relationships underlying crimmigration, and theoretical explanations and critiques of crimmigration. The course fosters skills in analyzing statutes and regulations concerning immigration, knowledge of procedural and substantive constitutional requirements and limits, and writing and presentation of original ideas via a research paper and in-class presentation.  

There are no prerequisites for this course, though Immigration Law is recommended. This course is taught in a seminar-style format. Students will engage with scholarly essays, social science research, statutes, rules, government policies, and legal precedent.

Learning Objectives: through this course, I expect that you will be able to:

· Identify and explain the core intersections of immigration and criminal law.
· Articulate the history and current connections of race to the development of crime-based removal grounds.
· Analyze a crime-based removal problem and predict the outcome.
· Evaluate and critique the law and policies around immigration policing and removal.
· Apply crimmigration doctrine to hypothetical factual situations in role as a prosecutor, defense counsel, judicial or administrative official, citizen or noncitizen.
· Identify, explain, and evaluate theories underlying crimmigration and its intersections with border penology, national security, and social control.
· Plan and execute a significant scholarly project about crimmigration law, using primary and secondary sources, with an outline, draft, and final version of the project.
· Work collaboratively with classmates to provide constructive feedback on others’ projects and assess and incorporate the feedback of others into your own.
· Plan and execute a professional level presentation of an original scholarly project.

CLASS POLICIES

1. A note about the syllabus: Crimmigration law is always in flux, and studying it requires flexibility. The syllabus may change after I distribute it, and I may assign material in class or by email that does not appear in the syllabus.

2. Writing Assignments: Follow the guidance in the Requirements for Papers document posted on Classroom. 

3. Assignments: When statutes and regulations are referenced in the syllabus or in the reading, carefully review the statutory or regulatory language before class.  
From time to time, I may assign short research projects to students that are related to the material we are covering in class. These will usually be assigned in class with the expectation that it will be completed for the subsequent class. Satisfactory completion of these assignments will count toward your class participation grade (see below). 

I may revise assignments at any time by announcement in class or by email.  Also, from time to time I will distribute handouts, assign problems or hypotheticals, or direct you to material that is not in the syllabus.  This material generally will reflect recent developments in crimmigration law and if possible I will also post them on Classroom.    

4. Grading: Your work in the course will be evaluated as follows:
· 10% for thoughtful class participation
· 70% WIE- or Capstone-level paper which includes a precis and outline, draft, and final revision. 
· The draft is worth 30% of the overall grade
· The final revision is worth 40% of the overall grade
· 20% in-class presentation of your research paper

A stage that you turn in late (without an extension from me) loses 20% of its maximum point value for each 24-hour period after the submission deadline. For example, a stage that is turned in at 5:30 pm rather than 5:00 pm on the due date has lost 20% of its maximum point value.

Attending a writing workshop is also required. See Paper and Presentation below for details.

5. Approaching Crimmigration Issues: Some Thoughts: Because crimmigration is the intersection of immigration and criminal law systems, studying it requires reading about and discussing issues of violence, bias, exclusion, and social and emotional harm. While life and law school can be challenging at any time, this course may pose particular challenges. Please bear in mind that classmates and their communities may have had direct experiences with the immigration, criminal or crimmigration systems. As well, opinions and understandings about immigration and crimmigration law vary widely, and do not neatly line up with political affiliation, socioeconomic status, race, gender, or other social categories. Exploration of the themes of this course will require respectful and thoughtful dialogue among all of us. 

PAPER AND PRESENTATION

The Paper
Please see the Crimmigration Law Paper Writing Guidelines (on Classroom) for a comprehensive description of the paper writing process from topic selection to final version.  

Writing and research preparation:

Writing and research workshops: attending a live presentation or viewing a recorded writing and/or research workshop is required for all students unless you have already attended such a workshop in the past. 

Deadlines:

January 28: Topic selection due. Provide 2-5 sentences describing your topic and identifying the original contribution you hope to bring to the area.
By February 4: consult with a reference librarian about your topic. 
Monday, February 9 at 12:00 pm: Precis and substantial outline due.
Monday, February 16: peer reviewer comments due to your author and me 
Friday, March 6 at 12:00 pm: Draft of research paper due.
Friday, March 13: peer reviewer comments due to your author and me
April 19 (last day of reading period) at 5:00 pm: Final revision due. Extensions granted only for alien abductions and similar exigent circumstances.

The Presentation
The last several classes will be devoted to presentations of your papers. The presentation entails a statement of your thesis, a brief report of your research findings, and an explanation of the analysis that leads to that thesis. A slide presentation must accompany the paper presentation, providing an outline of the talk for the audience and illustrating the concepts and points you will make. Feel free to use Google Slides, PowerPoint, Prezi, or any other comparable application that is compatible with the school’s technological capabilities. A Q&A from the class will follow the presentation.

We will schedule a time to meet before your presentation to discuss how best to present your work. 



	
Class 1
Jan. 14
	
Introduction to Crimmigration Law
	
Stumpf, The Crimmigration Crisis pp. 367-84 (skim the Prologue)
César Cuauhtémoc García Hernández, CRIMMIGRATION LAW pp. 1-34  

Lytle Hernández, Amnesty or Abolition? Felons, Illegals, and the Case for a New Abolition Movement
What is the shape of modern crimmigration law? What factors have most shaped U.S. crimmigration policy? Which factors are less influential than they were a century ago? Which are more influential today? How is race threaded through the development of crimmigration law?


	
Class 2
Jan. 21
	Crime-related immigration law
Aggravated Felonies, Controlled Substance Offenses, Crimes Involving Moral Turpitude
	CRIMMIGRATION LAW 40-62 (to end of first paragraph)
DANIEL KANSTROOM, AFTERMATH 28-42
Recommended: Posner & Cox, The Second-Order Structure of Immigration Law, pp. 814-24

Read lightly INA §§ 212(a)(2)(crime-related inadmissibility grounds); 237(a)(3)(crime-related deportability grounds); 101(a)(43) (aggravated felony)

	Class 3
Jan. 28

	The apparatus of crimmigration law: Enforcement, Rights, & Race 
***Paper Topics due***
	Motomura, Stumpf, Gulasekaram, Cuizon-Villazor, Immigration and Citizenship, Chapter Seven (forthcoming 2026) (excerpted) (posted on Classroom)

	Class 4
Feb. 4
	Immigration-related criminal law
*** Deadline to consult research librarian about your paper ***
	CRIMMIGRATION LAW 117-27, 145-60 (top) 
Benjamin Gonzalez O’Brien, A Very Great Penalty, Mexican Immigration, Race, and 8 U.S.C § 1326 (on Classroom)
8 U.S.C. §§ 1325, 1326
Recommended: Ingrid Eagly, Prosecuting Immigration, 1300-08, 1317-37, 1349-59 

	Class 5
Feb. 11
	Paper consultations
***Mon Feb 9: Paper precis and substantial outline due*** 
	

This class period will be spent on meetings with me in groups of two (you and another student) about your precis & outline. I will post a meeting schedule.

	Class 6
Feb.
18
	Crimmigration Apparatus 
Deprivation of liberty
Guest speaker: Nelly Garcia Orjuela, Innovation Law Lab
	
Rd CRIMMIGRATION LAW 217-29
Rd M-J-M-A packet on Classroom 

	Class 7
Feb. 25
	Crimmigration Apparatus 
Methodologies
Austin Kocher, Syracuse University 
	 

Rd CRIMMIGRATION LAW 263-76 
Rd Austin Kocher, Trump is Quietly Building a Deportation Army out of State and Local Agencies, Substack, Apr. 14, 2025
Come to class with a written question for Austin Kocher.

	Class 
8
Mar. 4
	Presentation
Meetings 
***
**Paper Draft due Friday, Mar. 6, 12:00pm**
	

This class period and some outside time will be spent on meetings with me about your presentation. I will post a meeting schedule. 


	Class 
9
Mar. 11
	Paper Consultations
NO CLASS
	This week and next I will meet with you and your partner about your drafts. I will post a meeting schedule.

	Class 10
Mar 18
	Presentations
	Presenters and topic TBD


	Class
11
Apr. 1
	Presentations
	Presenters and topic TBD


	Class
12
Apr.
8
	Presentations
	
Presenters and topic TBD



	Class
13
Apr. 15
	Presentations
***
Closing
	
Presenters and topic TBD



	
Final papers due last day of reading period at 5:00pm
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